
[bookmark: _Toc2753222]



[image: ][image: ]



2

[bookmark: _Hlk64372309]COVID-19 health key messages 
5 November 2021 

Approved messages from the Ministry of Health for use in your communications
Consistent messaging helps us to coordinate our efforts to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
[bookmark: _Hlk74566970][bookmark: _Hlk74822345][bookmark: x__Hlk74566970]
New Zealand Alert Level status
Upper Northland is at Alert Level 3. Auckland is at Alert Level 3 Step 1. Parts of Waikato are at Alert Level 3 Step 2. These settings will be reviewed on Monday 8 November 2021.

The rest of New Zealand is at Alert Level 2.
Find out what you need to do at different Alert Levels on the Unite Against COVID-19 website

[bookmark: _Hlk83209241]COVID-19 vaccination figures update
Yesterday, 26,058 vaccines were administered. Of those, 6,646 were first doses and 19,412 were second doses administered. To date, 3,241,509 people (77% of the eligible population) are fully vaccinated.  

COVID-19 vaccine data and statistics – Ministry of Health website

Community cases update
There are 163 new cases of COVID-19 in the community today (159 are in Auckland and 4 are in Waikato). 

Locations of interest – Ministry of Health website 

Testing figures update
Yesterday, 28,890 tests were processed across New Zealand. 

Updated COVID-19 testing guidance
The COVID-19 Testing Guidance for the Health Sector has been updated, replacing the testing guidance issued on 11 September 2021. The updated Testing Guidance is for the period 4 November to 15 December. 

This testing guidance is intended for the current community outbreak of COVID-19 and includes guidance for when all of New Zealand or any regions are at Alert Levels 2, 3 or 4. Specific updates may be issued with new guidance from the Ministry of Health in response to changing Alert Levels or the nature of the outbreak. 
This Testing Guidance will be superseded by any further guidance issued by the Ministry of Health which reflects changes in outbreak status when necessary, or when the “traffic lights” system is introduced to replace the current Alert Level system as DHB regions achieve their 90% fully vaccinated targets.  

Included in this update is clarification that an oropharyngeal with bilateral anterior nares swab is available as an alternative to a nasopharyngeal swab for anyone, not just young children and the elderly. A brief update around rapid antigen tests (RATs) is also provided as follows:

· The use of rapid antigen tests (RATs) is being reviewed to assess its potential efficacy as part of the public health response. 
· As part of this review, the Ministry is working with its clinical and science advisors to establish:
· evaluation criteria for selecting tests to be considered for use in New Zealand
· authorisation processes
· Rapid antigen testing is being piloted in a range of settings including at Middlemore Hospital’s Emergency Department, Waitemata DHB Delivery Suite and Auckland DHB NICU and has now been expanded for use in managing workforce testing.  29 businesses, who have signed up to the MBIE Business Charter, are piloting the use of RATs as part of their health and safety obligations to keep their workforce safe and ensure business continuity. Any further use of RATs will be rolled out in a phased approach to ensure it is appropriately integrated into the public health response.

View the updated guidance on the Ministry of Health’s COVID-19: Testing plans and testing guidance page

[bookmark: _Hlk87018235]Clinical Management of COVID-19 in Hospitalised Adults (including in pregnancy)
The Ministry of Health has updated their Clinical Management of COVID-19 in Hospitalised Adults guidance. These updates include:

· addition of specific advice for management of COVID-19 in pregnancy
· updated advice on timing of surgery following recovery from COVID-19
· addition of conditional recommendation for inhaled budesonide in patients with mild illness.
View the updated guidance on the Ministry of Health’s COVID-19: Advice for all health professionals page

Publishing locations of interest 
We are making changes to the publishing of locations of interest.

Auckland 
Low risk exposure events (for example, drive throughs and supermarkets) are no longer being published as locations of interest because the public health risk is very low. Analysis by the Ministry of Health of exposure events shows no positive cases have occurred from these sorts of locations. Vaccination is adding another layer of protection for our communities.

When there are many locations of interest in a region, as there have been in Auckland, it’s harder for people to see new ones that are published. Higher risk exposure events in public spaces (such as gyms, indoor recreation centres, restaurants, cafes and movie theatres) will continue to be published.

For the rest of New Zealand 
The Ministry will continue to publish both high and low exposure events in other parts of New Zealand because there are currently much fewer of these. 

It’s important that people to continue to use the NZ COVID Tracer App throughout New Zealand. Notifications are sent through NZ COVID Tracer to people who have scanned into locations of interest wherever possible. If you test positive, you can also share your digital diary with contact tracers. This speeds up the contact tracing process.
[bookmark: _Hlk86838782]
More changes coming to our COVID-19 health key messages
From the week beginning 15 November we will be reducing our health key messages to twice-weekly – Tuesday and Thursday. 

To continue our efforts to improve accessibility we will now be using Campaign Monitor, an online email tool. You’ll no longer need to download documents and will be able to view on your desktop or mobile with ease. If you do not receive the health key messages please check your Junk Email folder and change your settings. 

We will no longer include previous days’ health key messages – you will only receive the approved messages for the day.  

COVID-19 Health key messages 5 November 2021 
New Pfizer agreement for 4.7 million doses
The Government has signed a purchase agreement for 4.7 million additional doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine.
This agreement will provide a continual supply of the Pfizer vaccine next year for those who did not access a vaccine in 2021. These doses will complement our portfolio of vaccines scheduled for delivery throughout 2022.
It will also provide vaccines if the eligibility is extended to include children aged 5- to 11-year-olds, and for a potential booster programme, if evidence determines this is required.
These doses will also support ongoing immunisation efforts in the Pacific and Fiji.
View the media release: Additional Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines purchased
COVID-19 medicines for use in New Zealand
[bookmark: _Hlk86832844]New Zealand has secured access to a new medicine for treating COVID-19. The medicine Ronapreve will join the range of medical tools at our disposal for the prevention and treatment of COVID-19.
Ronapreve belongs to a class of medicines called monoclonal antibodies which mimic the natural antibodies made by the immune system to fight disease. 
Pharmac announced last month it has reached an agreement to buy stocks of the antiviral medicine molnupiravir which can be used to treat people with mild to moderate COVID-19 symptoms. 
Both ronapreve and molnupiravir are currently being assessed by Medsafe.
View the media release: Pharmac negotiates deal for a further COVID-19 treatment
Keeping calm and safe with people upset at having to be vaccinated
The Government’s vaccine mandate for workers in the health and education sectors has meant that health workers are likely to experience colleagues and members of public venting their frustrations and anger about having to get vaccinated. 
With this in mind, we have developed resources to help people feel confident and calm when faced with high emotion and have created some tips on how to talk to people about the vaccination order.
View mandatory vaccination resources for health professionals
[bookmark: _Hlk86838886][bookmark: _Hlk86665677]Follow up to ‘Super Saturday’ 
It is now three weeks since Super Saturday so people who received their first vaccination that weekend are encouraged to get their second dose this Saturday – or as soon as possible after that. 

Those who had their first dose on Super Saturday will be getting email and text reminders to go and get their second shot. 

This is being supported in Auckland at Eden Park this weekend with the #GotYaDot event – a unifying campaign to help whanau, hapû, iwi, teams, communities, and families to get a dot (vaccine) and protect their whakapapa.

https://gotyadot.co.nz/
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